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1706-1716. MARYLAND AFTER THE REVOLUTION. 23

system of the mercantile monopoly needed an apology ; and
the assembly pleaded, in excuse of the weavers, that they were
driven to their tasks “by absolute necessity.” Maryland sur-
passed every other province in the number of its white ser-
vants. The market was always supplied with them, the price
varying from twelve to thirty pounds. By its position Mary-
land was connected with the North ; it is the most southern col-
ony which, in 1695, consented to pay its quota toward the de-
fence of New York, thus forming, from the Chesapeake to
Maine, an imperfect confederacy. The union was increased by
a public post. Eight times in the year letters were forwarded
from the Potomac to Philadelphia. During the period of the
royal government the assembly still retained influence, for they
refused to establish a permanent revenue. They encouraged
tillage, exempted provincial vessels from a tax levied on Brit-
ish shipping, recognised the collector of parliamentary customs
by regulating his fees, obstructed the importation of negroes by
imposing taxes, and attempted to prevent the introduction of
convicts. To show their gratitude for the blessings which they
enjoyed, they acknowledged the title of George I. They prom-
ised a library and a free school to every parish. The popula-
tion of the colony increased, but not rapidly. The usual esti-
mates for this period are too low. In 1710, the number of
bond and free must have exceeded thirty thousand; yet a
bounty for every wolf’s head continued to be offered ; the roads
to the capital were marked by notches on trees; and water-mills
still solicited legislative encouragement. Such was Maryland
as a royal province. In 1715, the infant proprietary recovered
his inheritance by renouncing the Catholic church for that of
England.





































































46 BRITISH AMERICA FROM 1688 TO 1748. PaRTIn.; OB. IL

effectual remedy be applied, the disease will become desper-
ate.” “If the assembly of New York,” reported the lords of
trade, in 17123, “is suffered to proceed after this manner, it
may prove of very dangerous consequence to that province,
and of very ill example to the other governments in Americs,
who are already but too much inclined to assume pretended
rights, tending to independency on the crown.” And Hunter,
as he saw the province add to its population at least one third
in the reign of Anne, mused within himself on “ what the
consequences were likely to be, when, upon such an inerease,
not only the sapport of ” the royal “government, but the in-
clination of the people to support it at all, decreases.” i
theboanioftmieimtmcbedhimonﬂledntyofthelegis-
lature, and again the legislature remained inflexible. The
menmngmdatesofthemgnonnmAnmdldbnt
increase the ill humor of New York.





































































1702-1708. BILL OF RIGHTS OF MASSACHUSETTS. 69

stitution ; but we shall be ready to do what may be proper for
his support.” ¢ This country,” wrote his son, “ will never be
worth living in, for lawyers and gentlemen, till the charter is
taken away.” Failing to win from the legislature concessions
to the royal prerogative, Dudley became the active opponent
of the chartered liberties of New England, endeavoring to
effect their overthrow and the establishment of a general gov-
ernment as in the days of Andros.

“Even many of the councillors are commonwealth’s men,”
wrote Dudley, in 1702; and in September of the following
year, when the royal requisition for an established salary had
once more been fruitlessly made, he urged the ministry to
change the provincial charter. The choice of the people for
councillors he described to the board of trade as falling on
“ persons of less affection to the strict dependence of these
governments on the crown ; till the queen,” said he, “ appoints
the council, nothing will go well.” It was not an Englishman
who proprosed this abridgment of charter privileges, but a na-
tive of Massachusetts, son of one of its earliest magistrates,
himself first introduced to public affairs by the favor of its

people.
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CHAPTER V.
THE RED MEN EAST OF THE MISSISSIPPL

Ovur country was as ripe for governing itself in 1639 as in
1776 ; but the time was not yet come. The colonies were
riveted into a system, which every maritime power in Europe
had assisted to frame, and which bound in strong bonds every
other quarter of the globe. Their independence would be a
revolution in the commercial policy of the world. There was
no union among the settlements that as yet did but fringe the
Atlantic; and not one nation in Europe would at that day have
fostered their insurrection. When Austria, with Belgium, shall
abandon its hereditary warfare against France; when Spain
and Holland, favored by the armed neutrality of Portugal,
Sweden, Denmark, Prussia, and Russia, shall be ready to join
with France in repressing the commercial ambition of Eng-
land—then, and not till then, will American independence be-
come possible. These changes, improbable as they might have
seemed, were to spring from the false maxims of trade and
navigation. Our soil was the destined Dlattle-ground of the
grand conflict for commercial ascendency. The struggles for
maritime and colonial dominion, which transformed the unsuc-
cessful competitors into the defenders of the freedom of the
scas, having, in their progress, tanght our fathers union, pre-
pared for our country the opportunity of independence.

The object of the acts of trade and navigation was to sell
as much as possible, to buy as little as possible. Pushed to an
extreme, they would destroy all commerce; in a mitigated form,
they provoked European wars; for each nation, in its traffic,
sought to levy tribute on all others in favor of its industry, and
envied the wealth of a rival as its own loss,
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The Egyptians used hieroglvphics; so did the Mexicans,
and the Pawnees, and the Five Nations. Among the Algon-
kins now a man is represented by a rude figure of a body, sur-
mounted by the head of the animal which gives a badge to his
family ; on the Egyptian pictures, men are found designated
in the same way. But did North America, therefore, send
envoys to the court of Sesostris

If the Carthaginiang rivalled Vasco da Gama, why may
they not have anticipated Columbus? And men have seen on
mchinAmimthnichnim&ipﬁmmdpmofsofthni
cian presence ; but these dissppear before an honest skepticism.
Besides, the Carthaginians were historians; and a Latin poet
haepreaervedfornsthetashmnvofﬂhnﬂeo,“thatthesbym
beyond the Columns of Hercules was to them interminable ;
that no mariner of theirs had ever guided a keel into that
boundless deep.”

On a rock by the side of a small New England stream,
where even by the aid of the tides small vessels can hardly
Pass, a rude inscription has been made on a natural block of
gray granite. By unwarranted interpolations and bold distor-
tions, in defiance of countless improbabilities, the plastic power
of fancy, as it runs away from observation, transformed the
rude etching into a Runic monument ; a still more recent the-
ory insists on the analogy of its forms with the inseriptions
of Fezzan and the Atlas. Calm observers, in the vicinity of
the sculptured rock, see nothing in the design beyond the capa-
city of the red men of New England; and, to Washington,
who from his youth was intimately acquainted with the skill
and manners of the barbarians, the character of the drawing
suggested its Algonkin origin. Scandinavians may have reached
the shores of Labrador; the soil of the United States has not
one vestige of their presence.

An ingenious writer on the maritime history of the Chinese
finds traces of voyages to America in the fifth century, and
opens an avenue for Asiatic science to pass into the kingdom of
Anahuac. Baut, if Chinese traders or emigrants came so recent-
ly to America, there would be evidence of it in customs and
language. Nothing is so indelible as speech: sounds that, in

ages of unknown antiquity, were spoken among the nations of



















































1660-1665. FRANCE AND THE MISSISSIPPI VALLEY. 149

CHAPTER X.

FRANCE AND THE VALLEY OF THE MISSISSIPPL .

New France was too feeble to defend itself against the
Five Nations, to which it was inferior in numbers. Its harvest
could not be gathered in safety; the cohvents and the hospi-
tals were insecure ; an ecclesiastic was killed near the gates of
Montreal ; the missions among the Hurons had been extin-
guished in blood; and the fugitives could find no resting-
place nearer than a bay: in Lake ‘Superior, within the limits
of the present state of Michigan. Many prepared to abandon
the country. A new organization of the colony was needed,
or it must come to an end. Louis XIV. at five years old had
become king of France; at thirteen, had declared himself of
age; and, at twenty-three, assumed to act as his own chief
minister.

In February 1663, the company of the Hundred Associates ),
made a surrender of their charter, which, in the following month,
the king, then but twenty-four years of age, accepted in the
hope, “through the re-establishment of commerce,” to create
“abundance for his people.” In the new regulations, Quebec
for the first time was called a city, and New France became a
royal province or kingdom.

At once a Jesuit historian of Canada implored the royal
aid against the Iroquois assassins, robbers, and slow-torturing
executioners, saying: “ New France is thine, most Christian
king. On thee, its state and its church place all their hopes.
Beat down with iron the atrocity of the Iroquois; so shall the
kingdom of Christ and thy kingdom be extended far and wide,
and God may grant thee to exalt the dauphin to the highest
summit of human greatness.”
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wore the appearance of monsters; they heard at a distance the
noise of the waters of the Misouri. known to them by its Al
gonkin name of Pekitanoni ; and, when they came to the grand-
est confluence of rivers in the world, where the swifter Mis-
souri rushes like a conqueror into the calmer Mississippi, drag-
ging it, a8 it were, hastily to the sea, the good Marquette resulved
in his heart ane day to ascend the mighty river to its source; to
cross the ridge that divides the oceans; and, descending a west-
erly flowing stream, to publizh the gospel to all the people of
this New World.

In a little less than forty leagues the canoes floated past
the Ohio, which then, and long afterward, was called the
‘Wabash. Its banks were tenanted by numerous villages of
the peaceful Shawnees, who quailed under the incursions of
the Iroquois.

The thick canes begin to appear so close and strong that
the buffalo could not break through them ; the insects becqme
intolerable ; as a shelter against the suns of July the sails are
folded into an awning. The prairies vanish; and forests of
whitewood, admirable for their vastness and height, crowd
even to the skirts of the pebbly shore. In the land of the
Chicasas fire-arms were already in use.

Near the latitude of thirty-three degrees, on the western
bank of the Mississippi, stood the village of Mitchigamea, in
a region that had not been visited by Europeans since the days
of De Soto. “Now,” thought Marquette, “ we must, indeed,
ask the aid of the Virgin.” Armed with bows and arrows,
with clabs, axes, and bucklers, amid continual whoops, the na-
tives embark in boats made of the trunks of huge hollow
trees ; but, at the sight of the peace-pipe held aloft, they threw
down their bows and quivers and prepared a hospitable wel-
come.

The neflf day a long, wooden boat, containing ten men, es-
corted theWliscoverers, for eight or ten leagues, to the village
of the limit of their voyage. They had left the re-
gion of the Algonkins, and, in the midst of the Dakotas and
Chicasas, could speak only by an interpreter. A half league
above Akansea they were met by two boats, in one of which
stood the commander, holding in his hand the peace-pipe, and
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Early in 1702, the chief fortress of the French was trans-
ferred from Biloxi to the western bank of the Mobile river, the
first settlement of Europeans in Alabama; and during the
same season, though Dauphine island was flat, and covered
with sands which hardly nourished a grove of pines, its excel-
lent harbor was occupied as a convenient station for ships.
Such was Louisiana in the days of its founder. Attacked by
the yellow fever, Iberville escaped with broken health ; and,
‘though he gained strength to render service to France in 1706,
the effort was followed by a severe illness, which terminated in
his death at the Havana. In him, the colonies and the French
navy lost a hero worthy of their regret. But Louisiana, at his
departure, was little more than a wilderness, occupied in behalf
of the French king by scarcely thirty families. The colonists
were unwise in their objects, searching for pearls, for the wool
of the buffalo, for mines. There was no quiet agricultural in-
dustry. The coast of Biloxi is as sandy as the deserts of Lib-
ya; the soil on Dauphine island is meagre: on the delta of the
Mississippi, where a fort had been built, Bienville and his few
soldiers were at the mercy of the rise and fall of the river.
The hissing of snakes, the cry of alligators, seemed to claim the
country still for a generation as the inheritance of reptiles;
while ‘the barrens round the fort of Mobile warned the emi-
grants to seek homes farther within the land.










































































































































1789-1740. PROGRESS OF LOUISIANA. . 98T

in Arkansas, on the St. Francis river. In the last of June
1739, the collective army, composed of twelve hundred whites
and twice that number of red and black men, took up its quar-
ters in Fort Assumption, on the bluff of Memphis. But the
recruits from France and the Canadians languished in the
climate. 'When, in March 1740, a small detachment proceeded
toward the Chicasa country, they were met by messengers of
peace; and Bienville gladly accepted the calumet. The fort
at Memphis was razed; the troops from Illinois and from
Canada drew back ; the fort on the St. Francis was dismantled.
From Kaskaskia to Baton Rouge the jurisdiction of France was
but a name.

The population of Louisiana, more than a half-century after
the first attempt at colonization by La Salle, may have been
five thousand whites and half that number of blacks. Louis
XTIV, had fostered it with pride and liberal expenditures; an
opulent merchant, famed for his successful enterprise, assumed
its direction ; the company of the Mississippi, aided by bound-
less but transient eredit, had made it the foundation of their
hopes ; and, again, Fleury and.Louis XV. had sought to ad-
vance its fortunes. Priests and friars, dispersed through na-
tions from Biloxi to the Dakotas, propitiated the favor of the
savages. Yet all its patrons had not brought to it a tithe of
the prosperity which, within the same period, grew out of the
benevolence of William Penn to the peaceful settlers on the
Delaware.
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nothing.” ¢“If separate spirits,” he added, “regard our little
concerns, they do it as men regard the follies of their child-
hood.”

For that season, active hostilities were avoided by negotia-
tion. The Fort St. George was abandoned, but St. Andrew’s,
commanding the approach to the St. Mary’s, was maintained.
Hence, the St. Mary’s ultimately became the boundary of the
colony of Oglethorpe.

The friendship of the red men insured the safety of the
English settlements. In July 1736, the Chicasas, animated
by their victory over the Illinois and Artagunette, came down
to narrate how unexpectedly they had been attacked, how vie-
toriously they had resisted, with what exultations they had
consumed their prisoners by fire. Ever attached to the Eng-
lish, they now deputed thirty warriors, with their civil sachem
and war-chief, to make an alliance with Oglethorpe, whose
fame had reached the Mississippi. They brought for him an
Indian chaplet, made from the spoils of their enemies, glitter-
ing with feathers of many hues, and enriched with the horns
of buffaloes. The Creeks, Cherokees, and Chicasas were his
unwavering friends, and even the Choctas covenanted with
him to receive English traders. To hasten preparations for
the impending contest with Spain, Oglethorpe embarked for
England. Arriving in January 1737, he could report to the
trustees “that the colony was doing well ; that Indians from
seven hundred miles’ distance had confederated with him, and
acknowledged the authority of his sovereign.”
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CHAPTER XVIL
WAR BETWEEN GREAT ERITAIN AND SPAIN.
1739-1748.

Rxomrvivg a commission as brigadier-general, with a mik-
tary command extending over South Carolina, Oglethorpe,
in Great Britain, raised and disciplined a regiment ; and, after
an absence of more than a year and a half, in 1788 returned to
Frederica. There his soldiers completed the walls of the for-
tress. Its ivy-mantled ruins are still standing.

At Savannah, he was welcomed by salutes and bonfires.
But he refused any alteration in the tenures of land. In am-
swer to “repeated applications” for the allowance of slaves,
he, with the applause of the trustees, “ persisted in denying
the use of them,” and declared that, if they should be intro-
duced into Georgia, “he would have no further concern with
the colony.”

By frankness and fidelity Oglethorpe preserved the affec-
tion of the natives. The Chicasas renewed their covenants of
friendship. The Muskohgees had, from the first, regarded him
as their father; and, as he knew their language, they appealed
to him directly in every emergency.

In the summer of 1739, the civil and war chiefs of the
Muskohgees held a general council in Cusitas, on the Chatta-
hoochee ; and Oglethorpe came into the large square of their
council-place, distributed presents, and renewed and explained
their covenants. It was then agreed that the lands from the
St. John’s to the Savannah, from the sea to the mountains,
belonged of ancient right to the Muskohgees. Their cession
to the EnglishofthelandontheSavanmh,”far“the
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had been that of an orphan. No academy had welcomed him
to its shades, no college crowned him with its honors ; to read,
to write, to cipher—these had been his degrees in knowledge.
And now, at sixteen years of age, in quest of an honest main-
tenance encountering the severest toil; cheered onward by
being able to write to a schoolboy friend, ¢ Dear Richard, a
doubloon is my constant gain every day, and sometimes six
pistoles;” *himself his own cook, having no spit but a forked
stick, no plate but a large chip;” roaming over spurs of the
Alleghanies, and along the banks of the Shenandoah ; alive to
nature, and sometimes “spending the best of the day in ad-
miring the trees and richness of the land ;” among skin-clad
savages with their scalps and rattles, or uncouth emigrants
“that would never speak English ;” rarely sleeping in a bed;
holding a bearskin a splendid couch; glad of a resting-
place for the night upon a little hay, straw, or fodder, and
often camping in the forests, where the place nearest the fire
was a happy luxury—this stripling surveyor in the woods, with
no companion but his unlettered associates, and no implements
of science but his compass and chain, contrasted strangely with
the imperial magnificence of the congress of Aix-la-Chapelle.
And yet God had selected, not Kaunitz nor Newecastle, not a
monarch of the house of Hapsburg nor of Hanover, but the
Virginia stripling, to give an impulse to human affxirs; and,
as far as events can depend on an individual, had placed the
rights and the destinies of countless millions in the keeping of
the widow’s son.

END OF THE HISTORY OF THE COLONIZATION
OF THE UNITED STATES.






HISTORY

OF THE

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

THE

AMERICAN REVOLUTION
IN FIVE EPOCHS,

L—BRITAIN OVERTHROWS THE EUROPEAN (OLONIAL
SYSTEM.

IL.—BRITAIN ESTRANGES AMERICA.

IIL.—AMERICA TAKES UP ARMS FOR SELF-DEFENCE, AND
ARRIVES AT INDEPENDENCE.

IV.—AMERICA IN ALLIANCE WITH FRANCE.

V.—THE PEOPLE OF AMERICA TAKE THEIR EQUAL STA-
TION AMONG THE POWERS OF THE EARTH.






THE
AMERICAN REVOLUTION

IN FIVE EPOCHS.

EPQCH FIRST.

BRITAIN O'VEBTHBOWS THE EUROPEAN COLONIAL
SYSTEM. :

FroxM 1748 T0O 1768.



























_

396 OVERTEROW OF THE COLONIAL SYSTEME mrx; oit

which orgenised its events, and bound to kesp falth wikh
the mbes of its herees, was most radieal in ity chavacter, yet
aqbieved with sueh: benign tranquillity that even comsarvatiom
hesitated to censure, A civil wir armed men of the ssme m»-
oestry against each other, yet for the advancement of the prin-
oiples of everlasting peace and mmiversal brotherhood. A new
plobelan democraey took its place by the side of the proudest
ewmpires. Religion was disenthralled from civil institutions;
thought obtained for itself free witerance by speech and by
the press ; industry was commissioned to follow the bent of
its own genius; the system of commercial restrictions between
states was reprobated and shattered; and the oceans were en-
franchised for every peaceful keel. Imternstional aw was
humanized and softened; and a new, milder, and more just
maritime code was concerted and enforced. The trade in slaves
waa branded and restrained. The language of Bacon and Mil-
ton, of Chatham and Washington, became g0 diffused that, in
overy xzone, and almost in every longitude, childhood lisps the
E:;ﬂlhuihmothenongue. The equality of all men was de-
clared, perional freedom secured in its complete individuality,
and common consent recognised as the only just origin of
fundamoental laws: so that in thirteen separate states, with
ample torritory for creating more, the inhabitants of each
furmed their own political institutions. By the side of the
principle of the freedom of the individual and the freedom of
the separate states, the noblest work of human intellect was
consummated in a federal union; and that union put away
every motive to its destruction by insuring to each successive
generation the right to amend its constitution according to
the increasing intelligence of the living people.

Astonishing deeds, throughout the globe, attended these
changes : armiee fought in the wilderness for rule over the soli-
tudes which were to be the future dwelling-place of millions ;
navies hunted each other through every sea, engaging in battle
usw near the region of icebergs, now within the tropics;
iuventivo art was summoned to make war more destructive,
wid to signalize sieges by new miracles of ability and daring ;
\frica was, iu part, appropriated by rival nations of white
sl and, in Asia, an adveaturous company of British trad-
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the father of Lord George Germain, was president of the
council ; Lyttelton and George Grenville were of the

board ; and Sandwich, raised by his hold on the duke of Bed-
ford, presided at the admiralty ; Halifax, Charles Townshend,
and their colleagnes, were busy with remodelling American
constitutions; while Bedford, as secretary of state for the
southern department, was the organ of communication be-
tween the board of trade and the crown.

These are the men who proposed to reconcile the discrep-
ancy between the legal pretensions of the metropolis and the
actual condition of the colonies. In vain did they resolve to
fashion America into new modes of being. The infant repub-
lics were not like marble from the quarry, which the artist may
shape according to his design ; they resembled living plants,
which obey an indwelling necessity without consciousness of
will, and unfold simultaneously their whole existence and the
rudiments of all their parts, harmonious, beautiful, and com-
plete in every period of their growth.

These British American colonies were the best trophy of
modern civilization ; on them, for the next forty years, rests
the chief interest in the history of man.
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who in their own land had been persomns of dignity and sub-
stance, and shipped them to England, with the request that
they might be kept from ever again becoming troublesome by
being oonsigned to service as common sailors on board ships-
of-war. No doubt existed of the king’s approbation. The
lords of trade, more merciloss than the savages and than the
wilderness in winter, wished very mueh that every ome of the
Aeadians should be driven out; and, when it seemed that the
work was done, congratulated the king that “the sealous en-
deavors of Lawrence had been crowned with an entire sncoess.”
“We did,” said Edmund Burke, “in my opinion, most inhu-
manly, and upon pretences that, in the eye of an honest man,
are not worth a farthing, root out this poor, innocent, deserv
ing people, whom our utter inability to govein, or to reconcils,
gave us no sort of right to extirpate.” I know not if the
annals of the human race keep the record of sorrows so wan-
tonly inflicted, so bitter, and so lasting, as fell upon the French
inhabitants of Acadia. “We have been true,” they maid of
themselves, “to our religion, and true to curselves ; yet natare
sppears to consider us only as the objects of public vengeance.”
The hand of the English official scemed under a spell with
regard to them, and was never uplifted but to curse them.
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intrusted to Sir William Johnson, with no subordination but to
Loudoun.

Yet all fears could not be allayed. “In a few years,” said
one, who, after a long settlement in New England, had just re-
turned home, the colonies of “ America will be independent of
Britain ;” and at least one voice was raised to advise the send-
ing out of Duke William of Cumberland to be their sovereign
and emancipating them at once.

William Smith, the semi-republican historian of New York,
insisted that “the board of trade did not kmow the state of
America ;” and he urged a law for an American union with
an American parliament. “The defects of the first plan,”
gaid he, “will be supplied by experience. The British consti-
tution ought to be the model ; and, from our knowledge of its
faults, the American one may rise with more health and sound-

ness in its first contexture than Great Britain will ever enjoy.”
VOL. IL—28
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lords; a feeble valetudinarian, shunning pleasure and society,
haughty and retired, and half his time disabled by hereditary
gout—was now the hope of the English world. Assuming
the direction of the war, he roused the states of Protestant-
ism to wage a war for mastery against the despotic monarchy
and the institutions of the middle ages, and to secure to hu-
manity its futurity of freedom. Protestantism is not human-
ity ; its name implies a party struggling to throw off burdens
of the past, and ceasing to be a renovating principle when its
protest shall hiave sncceeded. It was now for the last time, as
a political element, summoned to appear upon the theatre of
the nations, to control their alliances, and to perfect its tri-
umph by leaving no occasion for its reappearance in arms.
Its final, victorious struggle was the forerunner of a new civ-
ilization ; its last war was first in the series of the wars of revo-
lution that founded for the world of mankind the life of the
nation and the power of the people.
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CHAPTER XIL

THE CATHOLIC POWERS OF THE MIDDLE AGE AGAINST THR NEW
PROTESTANT POWERS. WILLIAM PITT'S MINKISTRY.

1757,

“THE orator is vastly well provided for,” thought Bedford,
in 1746, on the appointment of William Pitt to a subordinate
office of no political influence. “I assure your grace of my
warmest gratitude,” wrote Pitt himself, in 1750, to Newcastle,
who falsely pretended to have spoken favorably of him to the
king ; and now, in defiance of Bedford and Newcastle, and the
antipathy of the king, he is become the foremost man in Eng-
land, received into the ministry as its “guide,” because he
was the choice of the people, and alone by his greatness of
soul and commanding eloquence could restore the state.

On his dismissal in April, no man had the hardihood to
accept his place. A storm of indignation burst from the
nation. To Pitt, and to Legge, who with Pitt had opposed
the Russian treaty, London and other cities voted its freedom ;
unexampled discontent pervaded the country. Newecastle,
whose pusillanimity exceeded his vanity, dared not attempt
forming a ministry ; and, by declining to do so, renewed his
confession that the government of Great Britain could no
longer he administered by a party which had for its principle
to fight up alike against the king and against the people.
Granville would have infused his jovial intrepidity into the
junto of Fox; but Fox was desponding. Bedford had his
scheme, which he employed Rigby to establish; and, when it
proved impracticable, grew angry, and withdrew to Woburn
Abbey. In the midst of war, the country was left to anarchy.
“We are undone,” said Chesterfield: “at home, by our in-
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CHAPTER XV.

INVASION OF THE VALLEY OF THE TENNESSEE. PITTS ADMIN-
ISTRATION CONTINUED.

1759-1760.

THE capitulation of Quebec was received by Townshend as
though the achievement had been his own; and his official
report of the battle left out the name of Wolfe, whom he in-
directly censured. Hurrying away from the citadel, which he
believed untenable, he returned home, like Abercrombie, Lou-
doun, Amherst, Gage, and so many more of his profession, to
support taxation of the colonies by the metropolis as a neces-
sary duty.

In Georgia, Ellis, the able governor, who had great influ-
ence in the public offices, was studying how the colonies could
be administered by the central authority. Of South Carolina,
Lyttelton broke the repose by a contest “to regain the powers
of government which his predecessors,” as he said, “had un-
faithfully given away;” and he awakened a war with the
Cherokees by bringing the maxims of civilized society into
conflict with their unwritten code. -

The Cherokees had heretofore been in friendship with the
English, as Virginia acknowledged, in 1755, by a deputation to
them and a present. In 1757, their warriors volunteered to
protect the frontier south of the Potomac; yet, after they had
won trophies in the general service, they would have been left
to return without reward, or even supplies of food, but for the
generosity of Washington and his officers.

The parties which in the following year joined the expe-
dition to the Ohio were neglected, so that their hearts told

them to return to their highlands. In July 1758, the back-
Yo 1.—83
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nah. On the thirtieth, they crossed the Oconee Mountain, and
on the first day of July reached Fort Prince George.

The retreat of Montgomery was the abandonment of the
famished Fort Loudoun. By the unanimous resolve of the
officers, James Stuart, afterward Indian agent for the southern
division, repaired to Chotee, and agreed on terms of capitula-
tion, which neither party observed ; and, on the morning of
the eighth of August, Oconostata himself received the surren-
der of the fort, and sent its garrison of two hundred on their
way to Carolina. The next day, at Telliquo, the fugitives
were surrounded ; Demeré and three other officers, with twen-
ty-three privates, were killed. The Cherokee warriors were
very exact in that number, for it was the number of their
hostages who had been slain in prison. The rest were brought
back and distributed among the tribes. Their English pris-
oners, including captives carried from the back settlements of
North and South Carolina, were thought to have amounted to
near three hundred.

Having fulfilled the letter of his instructions by reaching
the country of the Cherokees, Montgomery, slighting the
unanimous entreaty of the general assembly for protection of
the back settlements, and leaving only four companies of royal
Scots, embarked in all haste for Halifax by way of New York.
Afterward, in his place in the house of commons, he acted
with those who thought the Americans factious in peace and
feeble in war.

Ellis, the governor of Georgia, wiser than Lyttelton, se-
cured the good-will of the Creeks. :
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CHAPTER XVL

POSSESSION TAKEN OF THE COUSTRY OY THE LAKES. PIOT3
ADMINISTRATION COSTISTED.

1760.

Ox the inactivity of Amherst, Levi, Montcalm’s saccessor,
concentrated the remaining forces of France at Jacques Cartier
for the recovery of Quebec. George Townshend, then in Eng-
land, publicly rejected the opinion “ that it was able to hold
out a considerable siege;” and Murray, preparing for “the
last extremity,” selected the isle of Orleans as his refuge.

As soon a8 the river opened, Levi proceeded, with an army
of less than ten thousand men, to besiege Quebec. On the
twenty-eighth of April, Murray, marching out from the ecity,
left the advantageous ground which he first occupied, and
hazarded an attack near Sillery Wood. The advance-guard,
under Bourlamarque, returned it with ardor. In danger of
being surrounded, Murray was obliged to fly, leaving * his
very fine train of artillers.” and losing a thousand men. The
French appear to have lost about three hundred, though Mur-
ray's report increased it more than eightfold. During the
next two days, Levi opened trenches against the town : but the
frost delayed the works. The English garrison, reduced to
twenty-two hundred eflective men. labored with alacrity;
women, and even cripples, were set to light work. In the
French army, not a word would be listened to of the possibility
of failure. But Pitt had foreseen and prepared for all. A
tleet at his bidding went to relieve the city; and to his wife
he was able to write in June: *Join, my love, with me, in
most humble and grateful thanks to the Almighty. Swanton
arrived at Quebec in the Vanguard on the fifteenth of May,
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such idea,” replied Franklin, sincerely, “is entertained by the
Americans, or ever will be, unless you grossly abuse them.”
“Very true,” rejoined Pratt; “that I see will happen, and
will produce the event.”

Peace with foreign states was to bring for America an
alteration of charters, a new system of administration, a stand-
ing army, and for the support of that army a grant of an
American revenue by a British parliament. The decision was
settled, after eleven years’ reflection and experience, by Hali-
fax and his associates at the board of trade, and for its execu-
tion needed only a prime minister and a resolute monarch to
lend it countenance. In the midst of these schemes, the aged
George IL, surrounded by victory, died suddenly of apoplexy
on the twenty-fifth day of October 1760,
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=—Xpect your majesty’s displeasure. I did not come prepared
Z o this exceeding goodness; pardon me, sir, it overpowers me,
Lt oppresses me;” and the man who by his words and his spirit
Ekxad restored his country’s affairs, and lifted it to unprecedented
yoower and honor and self-reliance, burst into tears. On the
mext day, the king seemed impatient to bestow some mark of
—favor; and, as Canada had been acquired by the ability and
firmness of his minister, he offered him that government, with
a salary of five thousand pounds. But Pitt overflowed with
affection for his wife and children. The state of his private
affairs was distressed in consequence of the disinterestedness
of his public conduct. “ I should be doubly happy,” he avowed,
“could I see those dearer to me than myself comprehended in
that monument of royal approbation and goodness.” A peer-
age, therefore, was conferred on Lady Hester, his wife, with a
grant of three thousand pounds on the plantation duties, to be
paid annually during the lives of herself, her husband, and her
eldest son; and these marks of the royal approbation, very
moderate in comparison with his merits, if indeed those merits
had not placed him above all rewards, were accepted  with
veneration and gratitude.” Thus he retired, having destroyed
the balance of the European colonial system by the ascendency
of England, confirmed the hostility of France and Spain to his
country, and impaired his own popularity by surrendering his
family as hostages to the aristocracy for a peerage and a pen-
sion.
voL, .—35
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CHAPTER XVIIL

THE ACTS OF TRADE PROVOKE REVOLUTION. THE REMODELLING
OF THE OOLONIAL GOVERNMENTS.

1761-1762.

Tae legislature of Massachusetts still acknowledged that
“ their own resolve could not alter an act of parliament,” and
that every proceeding of theirs which was in conflict with a
British statute was for that reason void. And yet the justice
and the authority of the restrictions on trade was denied ; and,
when the officers of the customs made a petition for “ writs of
assistance ” to enforce them, the colony regarded its liberties in
peril.  This is the opening scene of American resistance. It
began in New England, and made its first battle-ground in a
court-room. A lawyer of Boston, with a tongue of flame and
the inspiration of a seer, stepped forward to demonstrate that
all arbitrary authority was unconstitutional and against the law.

In February 1761, Hutchinson, the new chief justice, and
his four associates, sat in the crowded council-chamber of the
old town-house in Boston to hear arguments on the question
whether the persons employed in enforcing the acts of trade
should have power to demand generally the assistance of all
the executive officers of the colony.

A statute of Charles II., argued Jeremiah Gridley for the
crown, allows writs of assistance to be issued by the English
court of exchequer; a colonial law devolves the power of that
court on the colonial superior court ; and a statute of William
III. extends to the revenue officers in America like powers,
and a right to “like assistance,” as in England. To refuse the
writ is, then, to deny that ¢ the parliament of Great Britain is
the sovereign legislator of the British empire.”
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believed him in the right Hutchiossm cowered befors “the
grest incendiary” of New Englmd The crowded amdiense
seemed ready to take up zrms agsinet the sbitrary emfoves-
ment of the restrictive system ; especially the youngsst baris-
teor in the eolony, the choleric John Adwns, a stubbern md
honest lover of his comntry, extensively lewrned smd a bald
thinker, Estened in rapt sdmiration ; sad from thet tioes could
never read “any section of the acts of trade withoxt a curme.”
The people of the town of Boston, a provineial sespert of
habitents, beeame alive with political exritement. It ssemed
s if the wosds spolem on thet day were pewerful encegh
%0 beeak the paper chains that lef to Ameriea no free highway
on the seas but to England, mad to open for the New Warld all
the paths of the ocesns.

The old members of the superior comt, after hearing the
srguments of Thacher mad Otis, inclined to their side. But
Hutehinson, who never grew weary of recalling to the British
ministry this elaim to favor, prevailed with his brethren to con-
tinue the exuse till the next term, and in the mesn time wrote
to England. The answer came; and the subservient court,
surrendering their own opinions to ministerial authority and
disregarding law, granted writs of assistance whenever the ofi-
cers of the revenue applied for them.

Bat Otis was borne onward by a spirit which mastered him,
and increased in vigor as the storm mmee. Gifted with a sensi-
tive and most sympathetic nature, his soul was agitated in the
popular tempest a8 the gold leaf in the electrometer tutters at
the approach of the thundercloud. He led the van of Ameri-
can patriots ; yet impassioned rather than cautious, disinterested
and incapable of cold calculation, now foaming with rage, now
desponding, he was often like one who, in his eagerness to rush
into battle, forgets his shield. Though indulging in vehement
personal criminations, he was wholly free from rancor; and,
when the fit of passion passed away, was mild and easy to be
entreated. His impulses were always for liberty, and full of
confidence ; yet his understanding, in moments of depression,
would shrink back from his own inspirations. In the presence
of an excited audience, he canght and increased the contagion,
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opinion against bishops, while Massachusetts, under the guid-
ance of Otis, dismissed the Episcopalian Bollan, its honest
agent, and, intending to select a dissenter who should be able -
to employ for the protection of its liberties the political influ-
ence of the nonconformists in England, it intrusted its affairs
to Jasper Mauduit, who, though a dissenter, was connected
through his brother, Israel Mauduit, with Jenkinson and Bute,
with Mansfield and the king.

The great subject of discontent was the enforcement of
the acts of trade by the court of admiralty, where a royalist
judge determined questions of property without a jury, on in-
formation furnished by crown officers, and derived his own
emoluments exclusively from his portion of the forfeitures
which he himself had full power to declare. The governor,
too, was sure to lean to the side of large seizures; for he by
law enjoyed a third of all the fines imposed on goods that were
condemned. The legislature, angry that Hutchinson, as chief
justice, in defiance of the plain principles of law, should lend
himself to the schemes of the crown officers, began to notice
how many offices he had accumulated in his hands. Otis, with
the authority of Montesquien, pointed out the mischief of
uniting in the same person executive, legislative, and judicial
powers; but four or five years passed away before the distine-
tion was much heeded, and in the mean time the judges were
punished by a reduction of their salaries. The general writs
of assistance, which were clearly illegal, would have been pro-
hibited by a provincial enactment but for the negative of the
governor.

The people were impatient of the restrictions on their trade,
and began to talk of procuring themselves justice.
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CHAPTER XIX.
THE DAWN OF THE NEW REPUBLIC. BUTE'S ADMIKISTRATION.
1762-1763.

Taz queen, still in her honeymoon, expressed -her -joy at
the resignation of Pitt. George Grenville, by consenting to
take the conduct of the public business in the house of com-
mons, estranged himself still more. from his brother-in-law;
butWﬂhameumlhllampawuahovathenbmutnd
navy of England. The strings which he had struck still vi-
brated ; his light, like that of an “annihilated star,” still guided
his country to deeds of danger and glory; and, in the first days
of January 1762, the king, tardily adopting his counsels, de-
clared war against Spain.

The Roman Catholic powers, France, Spain, Austria, and
the German empire, the mighty authorities of the middle age,
blessed by the consecrating prayers of the see of Rome, were
united in arms ; yet the policy of the Vatican could not control
the war. The federation of the weaker maritime states pre-
sented itself to the world as the protector of equality on the
scas.

In profound ignorance of the state of politics on the conti-
nent, George IIIL., a week later, directed Sir Joseph Yorke, the
British minister at the Hague, to tempt the empress of Austria
to return to its old alliance with England by the hope of some
ulterior acquisitions in Italy. The experienced diplomatist
promptly hinted to his employers that the offer of the restora-
tion of Silesia would be more effective. A clandestine propo-
sition from England to Austria was a treachery to Frederic; it
became infinitely more so, when success in the negotiation
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right to make slaves of the subject. Most governments are, in

_fact, arbitrary, and, consequently, the curse and scandal of hu-
-nan nature; yet none are, of right, arbitrary. By the laws of

ar God and nature, government must not raise taxes on the prop-
o= grty of the people without the consent of the people or their
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.deputies.” “The advantage of being a Briton rather than a

Frenchman consists in liberty.”
As a question of national law, Otis maintained the rights of

.a colonial assembly to be equal to those of the house of com-

mons, and that to raise or apply money without its consent was
as great an innovation as it would be for the king and house
of lords to usurp legislative authority. Nor did Otis fail to
eite the preamble to the British statute of 1740, for naturaliz-
ing foreigners, where “the subjects in the colonies are plainly
declared entitled to all the privileges of the people of Great
Britain.”

He warned “all plantation governors” not to spend their
whole time, as he declared “ most of them” did, “in extend-
ing the prerogative beyond all bounds ;” and he pledged him-
self, “ever to the utmost of his capacity and power, to vindicate
the liberty of his country and the rights of mankind.”

The vindication of Otis filled the town of Boston with
admiration of his patriotism. “A more sensible thing,” said
Brattle, one of the council, “never was written.” By the roy-
alists, its author was denounced as “the chief incendiary,” a

. “sgeditions” “firebrand,” and a “leveller.” “I am almost

tempted,” confessed the unpopular ITutchinson, “to take for
my motto, Odi profanum vulgus,” hatred to the people. “I
will write the history of my own times, like Bishop Burnet,
and paint characters as freely ; it shall not be published while
I live, but I will be revenged on some of the rascals after I am
dead;” and he pleaded fervently that Bernard should reserve
his favor exclusively for “the friends to government.” “I do
not say,” cried Mayhew from the pulpit,on the annual Thanks-
giving Day, ¢ our invaluable rights have been struck at ; but, if
they have, they are not wrested from us; and may righteous
Heaven blast the designs, though not the soul, of that man,

"hoever he be among us, that shall have the hardiness to attack

-m.”
vot. 1n.—36
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they have helped to bring on her; and they will answer by
striking off all dependence.”

The colonial system, being founded on injustice, was at
war with itself. The common interest of the great maritime
powers of Europe in upholding it existed no more. The
seven years’ war, which doubled the debt of England, increas-
ing it to seven hundred millions of dollars, was begun by her
for the acquisition of the Ohio valley. She achieved that
conquest, but not for herself. Driven out from its share in
the great colonial system, France was swayed by its commer-
cial and political interests, by its wounded pride, and by that
enthusiasm which the support of a good cause enkindles, to
take up the defence of the freedom of the seas, and to desire
the enfranchisement of the English plantations. This policy
was well devised ; and England became not so much the pos-
sessor of the valley of the west as the trustee, commissioned
to transfer it from the France of the middle ages to the free
people who were making for humanity a new life in America.

END OF VOLUME IL



























